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equipped, are not concerned to discuss the attitude
or policy of the Folio editors. But it is biblio-
graphically worth while to note (i) that a play on
the subject is known to have been staged at Danzig
in 1591 ;l (2) that a passage in Greene's NEVER TOO
LATE (1590) was held by Fleay2 to refer to one in
EDWARD in ; and (3) that in Fleay's opinion3 the
original play was by Marlowe, and acted circa 1589.

The fixed facts before us are that our EDWARD in
was registered at the end of 1595 and published in
1596. Fleay's statements4 that it was acquired with
others by the Chamberlain's company from Pem-
broke's in 1594, and that it was " acted about the
city in 1594," may be historically accurate, but his
concluding position on that head,5 that this play
" must have been acquired by Lord Strange's men
with the other Pembroke plays in 1594," leaves us
conscious of lack of strict evidence.

What may be taken as common ground is that, as
the title-page tells, it had been " played about the
city " before the end of 1595 ; that, whether or not
based on a previous " actors' play/' it was handled
by the pre-Shakespearean academic group, perhaps
as early as 1590 ; and that the Countess scenes as
they stand represent a final recasting, possibly made
early in 1592. Lektor 0sterberg at least admits
(p. 90) that the play existed " before 1592," and

1 Chambers, Elizabethan Stage, iv, 10.
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